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A Case of Extranasopharyngeal Angiofibroma Originating
from Superior Turbinate
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Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,
School of medicine, Catholic University of Daegu, Daegu, Korea

ABSTRACT

Angiofibromas originate predominantly from the posterolateral wall of the nasopharynx and are typically seen
in adolescent males, but they may also exist outside of the nasopharynx. Nine patients with extranasopharyngeal
angiofibromas have been reported in Korea. The inferior turbinate was the most commonly affected site, and
patients reported experiencing various nasal symptoms, such as epistaxis and nasal obstruction. Extranasopharyn-
geal angiofibroma arising from the superior turbinate is extremely rare and has not been reported to date. Recently
we experienced a case of angiofibroma of the left superior turbinate in a 68-year-old male that was successfully
treated with endoscopic surgery.

KEY WORDS : Extranasopharyngeal Angiofibroma - Superior Turbinate.
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Fig. 1. Endoscopic findings of nasal cavity. A) & B) Preoperative findings show a pinkish mass between middle turbinate and nasal sep-
tfum. C) Postoperative finding shows the tumor origin site between middle turbinate and nasal septum. S: sepfum, IT: inferior frubinate,
MT: middle turbinate, O: origin site.

Fig. 2. Axial and coronal computed tomography of tumor occupying the left nasal cavity and nasopharynx. The vascular enhance-
ment of the tumor was remarkable.
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Table 1. Characteristics of previously reported extranasopharyngeal angiofiorom in Korea. M:male, F:female, [T:inferior turbinate, MT:

middle turbinate, NA:non-available, Mo:months.

Year Sex Age Origin Main Symptoms Duration Enhance Therapy
2013 M 37 IT Nasal obstruction 4 Mo Yes Endoscopic
2012 F 57 IT Pain 2 Mo No Endoscopic
2007 M 72 Ethmoid Hyposmia 6 Mo Yes Endoscopic
2005 F 41 MT Nasal obstruction 2 Mo Yes Endoscopic
2005 M 57 IT Bleeding NA Yes Endoscopic
2002 M 23 Pharynx Sore throat 2 Mo Yes Transparotid
1995 M 21 Soft palate Foreignbody sense 4Yr Yes Transoral
1982 F 26 IT Nasal obstruction 5 Mo NA Transoral
1972 M 22 Pharynx Dyspnea 4 Mo NA NA
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